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Abstract

The question of free will has perennially engaged thinkers and Article history:

scholars across historical epochs. Islamic philosophers have Received:

generally conceptualized human agency as subordinate to divine 31/05/2025

agency, maintaining that God's will has decreed human beings to 0R3e/\/0127§ (:)2 5
possess free will. Nevertheless, issues such as causal necessity, Accepted:

God's absolute agency, and the apparent contradiction between (6/09/2025
human free will and divine action have persistently posed Published online:
challenges in explicating human will and choice. This problem 05/11/2025
persists even within the framework of Tawhid al-Itlagi—the

distinctive perspective of ‘Allamah Tabataba'l Consequently, a

correct explanation of human free will, grounded in the principles

of Tawhid al-Itlagr, is essential.

While affirming free will and choice for humans, ‘Allamah

Tabataba’1, in order to resolve the conflict between God's complete

causality and human free will, proposes the two realms of Amr

(Divine Command) and Khalg (Creation), -elucidating the
characteristics of each. He argues that although God's mode of

agency is one and the same in both realms, the actualization of an
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action is contingent upon other conditions specific to the entities of
each realm. Within this framework, human agency is presented as a
deficient cause (‘illah nagisah), whose actualization is dependent
upon the individual's will and action. From the perspective of
Tawhid al-Itlagr, no action exists apart from God's action, and
humans do not possess independent action or existence. Therefore,
by considering the system of realities (haqayiq) and
conventional/perceptual entities (i ‘tibariyyat), and given that
humanity's true felicity is only achieved through devotion to God
and liberation from servitude to other than Him, human free will
can be explained in an alternative manner.

Keywords

Free Will and Determinism, Realm of Divine Command ( ‘Alam al-
Amr) and Realm of Creation (‘Alam al-Khalg), Tawhid al-Itlagi
(Oneness of the Absolute), System of Realities and Conventional
Entities (Nizam al-Haqa 'iqg wa al-I ‘tibariyyat).
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