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Abstract

This study provides an analytical exposition of the nature of Article history:
waldyah (guardianship/initiatic authority) within the intellectual Received:

framework of ‘Allamah Tabataba'1. As one of the most central and 15/ 0_5/ 2(_)25
challenging concepts in Shi‘1 Islamic thought, walayah is often ?56701273 (')2 5
interpreted within purely theological or social frameworks. With his Accepted:

unparalleled mastery of exegetical, philosophical, and mystical 1¢/08/2025
dimensions, ‘Allamah Tabataba’1 offers a comprehensive and multi-  Published online:
layered explanation of this concept. Centering on his treatise Risalar 05/11/2025
al-Wilayah, this article argues that he moves beyond conventional
understandings to restore waldyah to its status as a fundamental

ontological principle and an ultimate anthropological end.

In this perspective, the truth of walayah lies in the "removal of
intermediation" and the dissolution of the veil of otherness between

the servant and the Lord—a process through which existential

proximity reaches a point where no barrier remains. This proximity

represents the highest degree of the realization of tawhid (divine

unity) in the being of the spiritual wayfarer. Based on this, the

present research demonstrates that in ‘Allamah's thought, walayah
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is not merely a spiritual station or a formal position of authority;
rather, it is the very "inner truth of religion" itself. The ultimate aim
of religion, which is the attainment of pure tawhid, cannot be
realized except through achieving this immediacy and annihilation
in God.

Keywords
Waldayah (Wilayah), ‘Allamah Tabataba’1, Saint (Wali), Inner Truth
of Religion, Existential Proximity, Risalat al-Wilayah.
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