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Abstract

The question of how reason and revelation interact has long been a  Article history:
focal point of interest for Islamic thinkers. In addressing this issue, Received:

some have marginalized religion by prioritizing reason, while 04/ 0_5/ 2025
i ; . Revised:

others, relying on revelation, have deemed reason inadequate. In 10/06/2025

contrast to these two extreme perspectives, Muslim philosophers, Accepted:

particularly Sadr al-Muta'allihin Shirazi (Mulla Sadra), have striven  (/08/2025
to demonstrate the compatibility and harmony between these two Published online:
sources of knowledge. While defending the elevated status of 05/11/2025
reason and philosophy, Mulla Sadra believed that reason alone is

insufficient for attaining ultimate knowledge of truth and human

perfection, asserting that revelation and its teachings are essential
complements to reason and its achievements. In his view, the

perfect human requires both wings of reason and revelation for

existential journeying. Allamah Tabatabai, as one of the most

prominent contemporary philosophers, has pursued this perspective

and systematically elaborated his preferred theory, which aligns

with Mulla Sadra's views. This article examines and compares the

perspectives of these two philosophers on the interaction between

reason and revelation.

Keywords
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