Ouarterlv Journal of the Ouran and Hadith Sciences Department, the Humanities Faculty (2026). I 1. No.2. pp 5-24

Knowledge in the Quran |

Quarterly Journal of the Quran and Hadith Sciences Department, the Humanities Faculty
ISSN: 3115-8234

( \ ; &
b Rational and Philosophical
<)o)
ao- |

Micisyy  of  Scece,
Research i

Ao-Tohy lnstnse of Highee
Education

The Concept of the Soul (Nafs) in the View of the Late Allamah
Hasan-zadeh Amoli and Allamah Tabatabai

Gholamreza Fadaei®

Professor, Department of Information Science and Knowledge Studies, University of

Tehran, Iran; ghfadaie(@ut.ac.ir

Abstract

This paper, while honoring the esteemed intellectual stature of Article history:
Allamah Hasan-zadeh Amoli, examines his definition of the soul Received:

(nafs). His perspective on the soul is found to be largely convergent 16/ 1,2/ 2925
with that of Mulla Sadra, offering no substantially novel 596/\;12872(1 (')2 5
philosophical contribution. Subsequently, the author delineates Accepted:

certain  epistemological challenges inherent in Western 23/12/2025
philosophical thought and poses a critical question: is it not time to  Pyblished online:
reconsider certain traditional philosophical doctrines and 07/03/2026
incorporate some of the latest human achievements—particularly in

the natural sciences—into the redefinition of the soul? The paper

posits that every phenomenon possesses a soul, which, according to

the existential characteristics of the entity, can be divided into the

outward and the inward, as well as the physical and the
metaphysical. This soul is argued to contain all latent potentialities

(potentia) that strive toward actualization (actus) through either

instinctive or voluntary choice.

Keywords
Allamah Hasan-zadeh Amoli, Soul (Nafs), Descartes, Substance
and Matter.
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