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Abstract

As one of the most important Islamic sciences, Qur’anic exegesis Article history:
(tafsir) has always been a subject of debate among scholars. Among ~Received:

contemporary approaches, the hermenecutics of Nasr Hamid Abi 20/ 1.2/ 2025
Zayd — with its emphasis on the Qur’an as a human text and the role 55/\;12572(1 (‘)2 5
of language, history, and culture in its understanding — has posed Accepted:

serious challenges to traditional exegesis. Employing a 925/12/2025
descriptive-analytical method, the present study critiques Abl Published online:
Zayd’s hermeneutical approach based on the exegetical foundations 07/03/2026
of ‘Allamah Tabataba'1.

In his exegesis Al-Mizan, ‘Allamah Tabataba'1 — by presenting the

method of “Qur’anic exegesis by the Qur’an” (tafsir al-Qur’an bi al-

Qur’an) and emphasizing principles such as the unity of context

(wahdat al-siyaq), the semantic interrelation of verses, and the

stability of meaning — effectively offers a fundamental critique of

the foundations of Abli Zayd’s hermeneutics. From Tabataba'1’s

perspective, the Qur’an is not a human text but rather divine

revealed speech, which is its own best interpreter. Its understanding

must be conducted within a framework of specific principles and

criteria, not based on the fluidity of meaning or the role of the

* corresponding author, Orcid: 0009-0002-1246-1069
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reader.

The findings indicate that Tabataba’t’s foundations directly and
indirectly critique Ab@i Zayd’s hermeneutics on three essential
grounds: first, the rejection of the Qur’an as a human text; second,
the negation of interpretive relativism based on historical
contingency; and third, the dismissal of the exaggerated role of the
reader in producing meaning. In contrast, Tabataba'1 emphasizes
the stability and reliability of the divine meaning of the Qur’an and
the necessity of interpreting it based on the Qur’an itself and the
tradition of the Infallibles (a.s.). The study concludes that
Tabataba’1’s interpretive approach can provide a well-reasoned and
systematic response to the challenges posed by modern
hermeneutics, including the views of Abt Zayd.
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