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Abstract

Intercession (shafa‘ah) is a foundational concept in the Holy Qur’an  Article history:
and Islamic theology, and has long been a subject of debate and Received:

reflection among exegetes and theologians of both major Islamic 21/ 1,2/ 2025
- ¢ . . . . Revised:
traditions (Shi‘a and Sunni). Despite a relative consensus regarding 23/12/2025
its lexical and technical definitions, significant disagreements exist ceepted:

between Shi‘i and Sunni commentators concerning the scope of (3/02/2025
intercession, its conditions, and the characteristics of both the Published online:
intercessors and those for whom intercession is sought. Employing 07/03/2026
a descriptive-analytical method and focusing on two major and

influential Qur’anic commentaries — Al-Mizan f1 Tafsir al-Qur’an

by ‘Allamah Sayyid Muhammad Husayn Tabataba’'i (as a
representative of Shi‘i exegesis) and Al-Kashshaf ‘an Haqa’'iq

Ghawamid al-Tanzil by al-Zamakhshari (as a leading representative

of Mu‘tazili exegesis) — this article conducts a comparative study of

the two exegetes’ views on intercession. The main research

question is: what understanding do these two commentaries present

regarding the scope of intercession and the conditions for its

realization, and what are the points of agreement and divergence

between them? The findings indicate that on certain issues — such as

bearing witness to the truth — their views are relatively similar.
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However, on key matters such as divine permission and pleasure
(idhn wa ridwan), the covenant (‘ahd) from God, and especially the
condition of irtida’ (inner, belief-based acceptance) for the
interceded, a fundamental disagreement emerges. Tabataba'l
considers intercession to include believing sinners and interprets it
on the basis of “belief-based acceptance” (irtida’ i‘tiqadi). In
contrast, al-ZamakhsharT restricts intercession to virtuous believers
who perform righteous deeds and limits its effect to an increase in
spiritual rank and the multiplication of reward. Through a
comparative analysis of the two perspectives, this study arrives at a
more precise explanation of the concept and scope of intercession in
the Qur’an.

Keywords
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